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As you know, Barry Massey came to this prison in 1989 when he was a young
minor. It was my understanding, because of his age, he was brought here first instead of
Washington State Penitentiary to start his sentence of seven hundred seventy seven years
etc.

As a mere unsophisticated boy in this prison, his life dropped like a lead balloon.
Arriving off the chain bus he ran into a lot of bulling, harassment, and physical assaults
many from inmates.

The next time I saw him here was in 1994. Since then I have never seen
Mr. Massey trying to be anyone other than who he is, a kid who raised himself up in
prison. He taught himself to be productive, overcoming the negativity of the prison and
it's structures. He's a man now. He lives here under his own morals, his self-confidence
improves daily as he developes his own style - and it's natural- he's comfortable with
himself. His personal success as a man is the culmination of some failures, some
mistakes, some false starts, some confusion also but his detennination to keep on going
anyway. Instead of life on a slippery slope of con jobs that elicit a trail of troubles,
Mr. Massey eventually managed his prison experiences to powerfully influence his sense
of self-efficacy.

He used prison structure to reshape his debt for his crime by telling his story to at
risk young teens through the M.C.C. WSRU Youth Program which clarifie~

consequences for teenagers who make poor, dangerous, or dumb choices in society. This
program has been his calling. It's an educational subject he's good at, and dedicated to.
He's turned the formation of his bad choice, and the loss of his freedom into a reality
check. His story includes how and why he has to pay for the horror of a crime that took
away an innocent mans life, and everything about life he knew. He adds up a teenagers
thoughts with: I never got to learn to drive a car, use a cell phone. I can never get in the
refrigerator in my moms kitchen, or sleep in my own room, or smell the air in a shopping
mall, or hear the wind in the leaves of a tree, not in prison!

Scrutinizing the big picture shows Barry Massey has crafted his own identity.
He's healthy physically and emotionally because he respects what God has given him and
now, today, he has faith of hope for a future. Even though his life was pruned by an evil
act he'll always agonize about, he has taken responsibility for it. He has remorse and
shame, even embarrassment when he speaks about it. Today with faith he practices
personal integrity for himself. His lifes journey has needed fixing, adjusting, and fine
tuning one step, one event, one day at a time. He's the one responsible for following
through from the time he started doing time at 13-14 years old. Commendable!

Being of sound mind and body was respectful to his higher power. It's
contributed to his easy kind spirit and demeanor. We, as staff always see him smiling,
and glad for each day.

Now there is a Clemency Hearing in his future. He may get a second chance at
life in society. This is the most important goal and hope in his present life. I hope he
gets his second chance to connect in the 'World of Life' outside of prison. It's success is



/' <-

9{t l{/d!(~~ ..t:2bt! ~4.-c
c/o Willeiksen, Diane
M.C.C./W.S.R.D.

..
----------

really only waiting to let him be trusted with it. I pray for his second chance because I'm
confident he'll do it justice. He's done everything he can in prison to come to this place.
He's learned how to have Faith, it is the greatest of energy. As long as one has it our God
knows and wants us to amble on towards the right spot on the horizon. Barry Massey
learned that because he always has been willing to get up and keep on moving toward
that light.


