OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
February 2, 2007

Governor Christine Gregoire
C/0 Richard Mitchell

Office of the Governor

P.0. Box 40002

Olympia, WA 98504-0002

Dear Governor Gregoire,

We, the undersigned health pmees «:x als, strongly Su;};r"% the clemency recommendation reducing
Mr. Barry Massey's life sentence to 25 years Ac; experts in the field, we appreciate thatl the
neurciogical, psychological, and dwr* oprnental deficiencies will be considered in determining the
cutcome of this clemency decision.

Qver the past ten years, advances in neuroscientific research have revealed that young people’s
brains are not fully developed fo allow for adult level reasoning and weighing of conseguences.
During adolescence, behavior is controlled by the region of the brain asscciated with impulse and
aggression [the amygdalal. Executive functions, including decision-making, consideration of
alternatives, planning, setting long-raenge goals, and organization of sequential behavior, are
associated with the prefrontal cortex, which does nof fully mature until well boyond age eighieen

in this particular case, evaluations concluded that Mr. Maagey, at age 13, only had the mental age of
9.9 years. Psychological evaluations also revealzad that he had developmentatl deficiencies in
regards to his intellectual and emotional functions. Dr. Steven Drizin, a national expert in analyzing
witness testimeny, noted Mr. Ma:«“my s Umited psychological capacity and iﬁﬁ«ftermme{i a strong
likelihood of false confession—a si g‘w that Mr. Massey lacked the ability to make decisions and
understand the long-term consequences of choices.

Recently, Margaret Smith of the Clemency and Pardons Roview Board noted that the new scientific
findings regarding adolescent brain development ought to be "in and of itself encugh to warrant the
Governor taking a serious look at commuting Mr. Massey's sentence in this case.”

In similar cases across the country, the justice community has applied these saientific findings,
including the 2005 Supreme Court decision to abobieh the d@gih i}f‘ft“fi'y for youth under the age of
eighteen at the time of the offense. In the majority opinion, Justice Kennedy stated that juveniles
under eighteen have an "underdeveloped sense of responsibility . resultlingl in impetuous and it-
considered actions and decisions,” "are more susceptible 16 negative influences and peer pressure,”
and that "[their] character is not as well formed as that of an adult.” He concluded by saying:

Their [juveniles under elghteen] own ‘w:lnérabiiity and comparative lack of control over their
hax modmh} curroum% ings means iuveniles have a greator claim than adults to be forgiven for
failing to escape negative Influgnces in their wi
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As health professionals, we emphatically maintam that childr C;i'“:zf;ui’i be afforded their basic
human rights as outlined in international law, particularty that"[nlo child shall be subjected to
torture or gther cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or pun e,%mmt Meither capital punishment
nor tife imprisonment without possibility of release shall be imposed for offenices committed by
persors below eighteen years of age.”™

We believe that Barry Massey has served &ppmmza tirne and has demanstrated positive
development from a wayward child into 8 caring, responsible and good natured adult. Therefore, we
strongly recommend that Mr. Barry Massey's clement y requmt for a reduced sentence to 25 years
be approved. For more information, please contact Dr. Trupin (206-685-2085] or any of the below
signatories

Sigred,

Eric Trupiny, PhO

Professor 8 Vice Chair

University of Washington School of Medicine

Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences

Director, Division of Public Behavioral Mealth & Justice Policy

Patricia Oakes MD, UG

Acting instructor

Urnversity of Washingron Medical Center
Bepartment of Neurology

Chartes Huffine, MD
Assistant Medical Director for Child and Adolescent Programs
King County Mental Health Chermical Abuse and Dependency Services Division

tdgar K. Marcuse MD, MPH

Professar, Pediatrics

University of Washington

Associate Medical Director

Children’s Hospital & Regronal Medical Center

John £ Mcbaughlin, MD
Professor, Pediatrics
Univ?rﬂsty of Washington
Division of Genetics and Developmental Medicine
Director, Clinical Training Unit
Center on Human Developmaean

Dirmitri A, Christakis, MD, MPH

Associate Professor, Pediatrics

University of Washingten

Directar, Child Heatth Institute, Department of P
Chitdren’s Hospital & Regional Medicat Center




Ana Mari Cauce, Ph.

Earl R, Carlson Professor of Psycholooy
University of Washington

Department of Psychology

Theodore P. Beauchaine, Ph.0,

Robert Bolles & Yasuko Endo Associate P
University of Washington

Department of Psychology
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Peter H. Kahn, Jr., Ph.D.
Associate meessor
University of Washington
Department of Psychology

Liliana Lenguas,
Associate ,‘Qr ,f'ai%
University of \

Department of P
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Christopher Cowles, Psy. 0.

Clinical r«b/chmegm
Seattle Children’s Hospiial
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