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VII. Conclusion

Barry Massey played a role as an accomplice in the murder and robbery of Paul Wang.
For that he should have been and has been punished severely. But in assessing whether or not
he committed an ‘“aggravated murder” which requires that he be sentenced to life without
parole, this Board may choose to revisit the question of whether Mr. Massey was the passive
participant he described in his later confessions or the primary perpetrator he claimed to be in
his initial confession. Although the inherently limited nature of the record does not allow me to
give an opinion that Mr. Massey’s confession is false or the product of police-induced coercion,
it is my opinion that the confession in which he claims to have shot and stabbed Mr. Wang are
far less reliable than those in which he names Mr. Harris as the killer. The earlier confessions
contain many of the indicia of unreliability that I have seen in the hundreds of false confessions
I have studied. Mr. Massey’s account of why he lied when he accepted responsibility is also
consistent with accounts of other defendants who have falsely confessed to protect a friend or a
loved one. For all of these reasons, it is my opinion that this Board, in deciding Mr. Massey’s
fate, should view Mr. ey’s role as more of a passive, but willing, participant in this crime.
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